
  

  

 

Main Line 509-524-2610 
commdev@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Inspection Request Line   
509-524-2611 
 
Residential Burn Decision Line 
509-524-2612 
 
Permit/Document Submittals 
permits@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Thomas E. Glover, AICP, Director 
509-524-2621 
tglover@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Felicia Gorze, Administrative 
Assistant 509-524-2619 
fgorze@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Lauren Prentice, Principal 
Planner 509-524-2620 
lprentice@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Blake Nass, Assistant Planner 
509-524-2618 
bnass@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Todd Blevins, Building Official 
509-524-2617  
tblevins@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Ron Bull,  Building Inspector I 
509-524-2615  
rbull@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Lauri Withers, CPT, Permit 
Technician  509-524-2614 
lwithers@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Nina Baston, Code Compliance 
509-524-2616 
nbaston@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Inspection Hours 7AM – 4 PM 
Office Hours 
8AM – 5PM: M, Tu, Th, F 
9AM – 5PM: W 
(Closed for lunch: noon – 1 p.m.) 
No payments accepted after 4PM 

Walla Walla County Community Development 
Department Newsletter 

310 W Poplar St Suite 200,   Walla Walla, WA 99362 
Mission Statement 

The Community Development Department exists to guide growth for Walla Walla County by 
ensuring awareness of regulations pertaining to the general health, safety and welfare of the 

public.  We do this through the application and enforcement of adopted codes and policies with a 
commitment to consistent professional service in order to maintain quality of life.  

 From the Director’s Desk 
by Tom Glover, AICP 

 
 

Now settled into our new/old office, your Community Development staff 
has been busy this first quarter 2015.  Some stats for you to consider: 
 
Jan. 1 – Mar. 31 

•  19 building permits issued for new single-family home 
construction.    Valuation of that work is $5,934,149.   
•  123 total building permits (all types) issued for the first quarter. 
•  Total valuation of all building permits issued is $7,034,694. 
•  Total fees collected was $119,301.  Projected revenue for 2015 
estimated to be $450,000.  Based on  what we’ve seen this first 
quarter, we may exceed that amount before the end of the year. 
•  317 residential burn permits ($9,510 in fees collected). 
•  Code Compliance cases:  16 new cases opened, 13 cases resolved, 
with an average of 25 cases open at any given time (17 of which 
have written cooperation agreements and are working toward 
compliance). 

 
The County’s annual development code and comprehensive plan 
amendment application period occurred during the first quarter.  We 
received seven applications for code amendments, and one application for 
an amendment to the comprehensive plan.  The first workshop with the 
Planning Commission to review those applications will be May 6th. 
 
I remain the Executive Director of the Walla Walla Valley Metropolitan 
Planning Organization & sub-Regional Transportation Planning 
Organization (WWVMPO/sRTPO).  However, as of January 1st the MPO is 
now established as an independent agency, no longer relying on a lead 
agency to front its costs and to provide staff.  The search for a full-time 
director is completed, and soon I will be able to focus 100% of my time on 
County-related business.  To be the first director of the newly established 
MPO, and to lead it through its foundation period has been a pleasure, and a 
unique challenge.  I’ve learned a lot!  But, it certainly has been challenging 
to wear both director hats and serve two governing boards.   
 
I am excited to bring Andrea Weckmueller-Behringer to this community as 
of May 1st 2015 to be the new Executive Director of the WWVMPO/sRTPO.  
Andrea is an experienced, capable, and friendly professional who will take 
the MPO to its next level.  I am grateful for the opportunity to have led that 
organization during its start-up phase, and I look forward to this next 
transition. 
 
Enjoy this beautiful spring weather!  And stop by for a visit any time. 
 

mailto:commdev@co.walla-walla.wa.us
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May is Building Safety Month 
 

Founded by the International Code Council (ICC), Building Safety Month is celebrated by jurisdictions worldwide 
during the month of May. Building Safety Month is a public awareness campaign offered each year to help 
individuals, families and businesses understand what it takes to create and sustain safe and sustainable structures. 
The campaign reinforces the need for adoption of modern, model building codes, a strong and efficient system of 
code enforcement and a well-trained, professional workforce to maintain the system. The campaign is presented by 
the ICC and its 57,000 members worldwide along with a diverse partnership of professionals from the building 
construction, design and safety community. Corporations, government agencies, professional associations, 
nonprofits and more come together to support Building Safety Month because they understand the need for safe and 
sustainable structures where we live, work and play. 
 

This year's theme is Resilient Communities Start with Building Codes. Each week of Building Safety Month spotlights 
a specific area of building safety. Weekly Themes: 
Week One   May 4-10, 2015   Don’t Get Burned – Build to Code 
Week Two   May 11-17, 2015  Bounce Back Faster from Disaster – Build to Code 
Week Three   May 18-24, 2015  Water Safe, Water Smart – Build to Code 
Week Four   May 25-31, 2015  $ave Energy – Build to Code 
 

History of Building Safety Month: 
 

For the last 35 years the 57,000 worldwide Members of the ICC have celebrated advances in constructing safe, 
sustainable, affordable and resilient buildings and homes. The ongoing support of Building Safety Month and the 
important role code officials play in public safety in the built environment comes from the President of the United 
States, governors, mayors, county executives and other government officials and construction industry 
professionals. The Building Safety Month campaign helps to improve public safety by increasing awareness about 
how building codes and code officials improve and protect the places where we live, learn, work, worship and play. 
 

Copyright © 2015 International Code Council. All rights reserved. 

Ron’s Road Report: Mysteries of the Road in Walla Walla County 
 

Mystery 1: The Wild Turkey (WT) is very prevalent in our county. I have seen WTs from Prescott to Touchet to my own 
yard south of Walla Walla. I noticed that the Cabela’s catalog devotes pages of products that enable people to hunt this 
wily beast. Products to make hunters sound/smell like a Turkey, so they can be shot with various weapons. Pages of 
clothing for disguising hunters, so they can get close enough for a shot. Even paint and decals, so vehicles and guns blend 
in with the forest environment.  All this led me to believe that the WT must be one of the most wary and intelligent 
animals, I will ever see. 
 

On the contrary, I have seen WTs in my yard, I have walked up to them, I have looked them strait in one of their 
opposable eyes, and it looks like nobodies home. I have come around a bend, on Frog Hollow Road, and stopped my truck 
in the middle of a hundred birds, on both sides of the road. Again, the WTs were not doing much of anything, except 
ignoring my presence. On Mill Creek Road I noticed a Flock-Gang-Mob-Random Group, of about twenty, and it looked like 
they barely noticed each other. This group also was clustered around a mobile home (on top & underneath a picnic table, 
on the front landing, on the steps and in the yard. They stood out clearly, with the yellow background of the trailer). No 
matter where I’ve seen them, no intelligence was observed. 
 

This made me ponder…… Maybe, with all the hunters in camo, they have figured out that the woods are a dangerous 
place. Maybe, Cabela’s should start selling rusty corrugated metal camo, or selling mobile home blinds. Road pavement or 
lawn colored.  Maybe WTs should replace Owls on the top of the bird brain chart. The turkey brain could be a miracle of 
micro processing, like my iPhone. The blank turkey stare, could just be a great sham. 
 

Mystery 2 occurred along the far reaches of Cottonwood Road. I drove by what can only be described as a 3’ diameter pile 
of fur and bones. The only natural occurrence similar to this that I have observed, of this phenomenon, was a fur ball from 
my cat. I surmised that it must come from one very big cat. Do cougars cough up fur balls? If not cougars, it would take a 
pack of cats, all coughing it up in one place. Since I’ve never seen a pack of cats, I think it’s unlikely. I can’t picture 12 cats, 
all working together in a big circle, along Cottonwood Rd.   
 

Final Mystery - The alfalfa is growing, so get ready for the massive Cutter and Alkali bee slaughter along highway 12. Make 
sure your window washer fluid is topped off. You would think that natural or selective breeding would weed out bees that 
like to fly low over pavement…So stay awake and alert out there and always drive safe. 



 

FREE - Tire Recycling Events 
 

Saturday and Sunday 
April 25 and 26, 2015 

9 am until 3 pm (unless trucks fill to capacity earlier) 
Walla Walla County’s Gravel Lot on Tausick Way in Walla Walla 

(Across from the Sports Complex) 
 

Saturday 
May 2, 2015 

9 am until 3 pm (unless trucks fill to capacity earlier) 
Walla Walla County Fire District 5’s gravel lot on Humorist Rd in Burbank 

 
 

Open to Walla Walla County Residents ONLY - must show proof of residency and ID 
 

No business or retail tires accepted 
 

Limit of 10 tires per residence – tires on rims will NOT be accepted 
 

Motorcycle, passenger car, light truck sizes only – tires larger than 36” NOT accepted 
 

Sponsored by: 
Walla Walla County Community Development Department  - Walla Walla Board of County Commissioners – 

Walla Walla County Fire District 5 - Washington State Department of Ecology - Tire Disposal & Recycling, Inc. 
     

GOOD NEWS! 
 

As of Monday, March 23, 2015 eTRAKiT is available for COUNTY ONLY  
Re-roof permits, Plumbing/Mechanical permits, Windows/Siding permits, and Residential Burn 

permits. You can also submit Inspection requests, Permit and Project payments. You can also search 
Inspection, Permit and Project results.  

 

Go to http://www.co.walla-walla.wa.us/departments/comdev/etrakit.shtml 
 

Thank you for your patience through our recent transition. 
 

Your Walla Walla County Community Development Department Team  
 
 

 
 

INTRODUCING BLAKE NASS 
 

Please welcome Blake to the Community Development team. Blake is the 
new Assistant Planner. He was born and raised in Walla Walla.  

He is a 2014 graduate of The College of Idaho with a bachelor’s degree in 
Conservation Biology. Having spent time working with state, federal and 
private entities, Blake’s most recent position was with the Washington 

State Department of Natural Resources as a Wildland Firefighter.  
Blake is an adventurer who loves hunting, fishing, hiking, skiing, 

mountain biking, and 4x4 vehicle operation. 

↑ VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR ↑ TIRE EVENTS ↑ 
 
 

There will be no heavy lifting! People are needed to check IDs, count tires & direct traffic.  
We will provide lunches.  Only have 2 hours free? or 4? A whole day?  
We would appreciate your assistance! We will provide Verification  

of Community Service Hours if needed. Please call Nina to volunteer at 524-2616! 

http://www.co.walla-walla.wa.us/departments/comdev/etrakit.shtml


 Walla Walla Community Development Department Newsletter Vol 2, Issue 2, 2015. 
Thank you for your interest. Should you have any questions, or to submit ideas or suggestions that may make a good newsletter article, 

do not hesitate to contact Nina Baston @ 509-524-2616 or nbaston@co.walla-walla.wa.us.  This publication will be issued 4 times a 
year. In the mean time you can stay up to date at our website at http://www.co.walla-walla.wa.us/departments/comdev/index.shtml 

WWCCDD Staff is 100% Certified by the International Code Council (ICC) 
 

One hundred percent of WWCCDD staff have earned professional certifications from the International Code Council (ICC). 
Through rigorous testing, ICC Certifications ensure that staff have demonstrated competency in the requirements of the 
International Codes , a complete set of comprehensive, coordinated codes used in most U.S. communities and many global 
markets for the design, build and compliance process to construct safe, sustainable, affordable and resilient structures. 
 

The Code Council's certification program is the oldest, largest, and most prestigious credentialing program for construction 
code administration and enforcement professionals in the United States. The WWCCDD earned the 100 percent designation 
through the Get Everyone Certified Challenge presented by ICC and Target, which is committed to building strong, safe 
communities and promoting education. In 2010, Target announced plans to give $1 billion for education by the end of the 2015 
fiscal year. Partnering with the Code Council to promote code knowledge is an obvious blending of these two initiatives. 
 

ICC Certifications also demonstrate expert knowledge by staff and can assist in the department's future efforts to become 
accredited by the International Accreditation Service. In addition, individuals have earned credentials in specific trade or 
inspection areas, enhancing staff versatility.  “ICC Certifications demonstrate a professional commitment to public safety, 
diverse knowledge of construction safety codes and a high level of self-initiative” said Tom Glover, AICP, Director of the Walla 
Walla County Community Development Department.  “Being professionally certified by the Code Council provides a nationally 
recognized credential that will only enhance the services provided to our customers.” 
 

WWCCDD staff who have earned professional certifications include:  
 

Todd Blevins –Certified Building Official, Residential Building Inspector, Commercial Plumbing Inspector, Commercial 
Mechanical Inspector, Commercial Building Inspector and Building Plans Examiner  
Ron Bull – Certified Residential Building Inspector 
Lauri Withers -Certified Permit Technician 
Nina Baston – Certified Code Enforcement Officer, Zoning Inspector and Property Maintenance & Housing Inspector 
 

"Becoming Code Council-certified is a significant personal and professional accomplishment, and is a key step 
toward enhanced professional stature," said ICC Board of Directors President Ronald Piester. "Code Council 
certificate holders demonstrate a confirmed commitment to public safety and building safe communities." The International 
Code Council is a member-focused association. It is dedicated to developing model codes and standards used in the design, 
build and compliance process to construct safe, sustainable, affordable and resilient structures. Most U.S. communities and 
many global markets choose the International Codes. 

Regional Shoreline Master Program Update 
 

WHAT IS A SHORELINE MASTER PROGRAM (SMP)? A Shoreline Master Program (SMP) is a locally prepared set of policies and 
regulations, required by State law, that govern development in shoreline areas. SMP’s are designed to: 
 

Encourage appropriate shoreline development;  
Promote public access to the shoreline;  
and Provide environmental protection. 
 

Existing uses and agricultural practices would be allowed to continue; SMP policies focus on new development. 
 

WHAT IS THE REGIONAL SMP UPDATE? Walla Walla County, along with the cities of Prescott, Waitsburg, and Walla Walla, are 
working cooperatively to update their existing SMP’s as a partnership coalition.  The State updated its guidelines for SMP’s in 
2003. This process will update the County and City SMP’s to be consistent with the new State requirements and reflect current 
information about Walla Walla County’s shorelines. 
 

Please join us at one of these events and provide your input on this important project! These meetings are an opportunity for 
every County and City resident, as well as other interested citizens, to learn more about the SMP.  
 

TUESDAY EVENING,MAY 12 
6:00 – 7:30 PM 
Prescott City Hall 
108 South D Street 
Prescott, WA 99348 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 13 
7:30 – 9:00 AM 
Touchet-Gardena Lions Building 
152 Gardena School Road 
Touchet, WA 99360 

WEDNESDAY EVENING, MAY 13 
6:30 – 8:30 PM 
Walla Walla County Public Health 
& Legislative Building 
314 W Main Street, 2nd Floor 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 

 

Email questions to: shorelines@co.walla-walla.wa.us. 

mailto:nbaston@co.walla-walla.wa.us

